The lactation-blocking drug bromocriptine and its application to studies of weaning and behavioral development.
An experimental method for blocking maternal lactation is reviewed and the possible application of this technique for experimentally manipulating weaning is considered. Maternal milk production can be inhibited using the prolactin-suppressing drug bromocriptine. The suitability of bromocriptine for use in behavioural experiments is considered. The pharmacology of bromocriptine (CB 154) is briefly outlined and a compilation of the reported lactation-inhibiting doses for various species is presented. The possible endocrine and behavioral side-effects and the toxicity of the drug are discussed. It is concluded that, in most species studied so far, the drug is relatively free from significant side-effects at the low doses needed to suppress lactation. Guidelines for the practical use of bromocriptine are suggested. Finally, some ideas about the possible application of the drug to the study of behavioral development and parent-offspring relationships are discussed.